
Newton County School System 

Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

2020–2021 
Revised August 31, 2020 

2109 Newton Drive, N.E. 

Covington, GA 30014 

newtoncountyschools.org 

What is Family Engagement? 

Family Engagement means the participation of parents and 

family members in regular, two-way, and meaningful 

communication involving student academic learning and 

other school activities, including ensuring: 

(A) That parents play an integral role in assisting their

child’s learning.

(B) That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in

their child’s education.

(C) That parents are full partners in their child’s education

and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making

and on advisory committees to assist in the education

of their child.

(D) The carrying out of other activities, such as those

described in Section 1116 of the ESSA.

About the Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

In support of strengthening student academic 

achievement, the Newton County School System 

(NCSS) has developed this parent and family 

engagement policy that establishes the district’s 

expectations and objectives for meaningful family 

engagement and guides the strategies and resources 

that strengthen school and parent partnerships in the 

district’s Title I schools. This plan will describe 

NCSS’s commitment to engage families in the 

education of their children and to build the capacity 

in its Title I schools to implement family engagement 

strategies and activities designed to achieve the 

district and student academic achievement goals. 

When schools, families, and communities work 

together to support learning, children tend to do 

better in school, stay in school longer and enjoy 

school more. Title I, Part A provides for substantive 

family engagement at every level of the program, such 

as in the development and implementation of the district 

and school plan, and in carrying out the district and 

school improvement provisions. Section 1116 of the 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) contains the 

primary Title I, Part A requirements for schools and 

school systems to involve parents and family members 

in their children’s education. Consistent with Section 

1116, the NCSS will work with its Title I schools to 

ensure that the required school-level parent and family 

engagement policies meet the requirements of Section 

1116(b) and each include, as a component, a school- 

parent compact consistent with Section 1116(d) of the 

ESSA. 



Jointly Developed 

During each Title I School’s Annual Revision and 

Development meeting, all parents are invited to 

participate and provide suggestions and ideas to 

improve the LEA’s Parent and Family Engagement 

Policy for the 2020-2021 school year. The school sent 

a letter to all parents informing them about the meeting 

and posted an announcement on their school’s website. 

During the meeting, parents also reviewed and 

discussed, the development of the School Parent and 

Family Engagement Policy in addition to the CLIP, the 

School-Parent Compact, the 1% Parent Allocation, 

Building Staff Capacity, and the Title I Schoolwide 

Plan. 

Upon final revision, the district parental involvement 

policy was incorporated into the CLIP, which was 

submitted to the state. Parents are welcome to submit 

comments and feedback regarding the policy at any 

time on the district’s website or by submitting written 

comments to their child’s school. All feedback 

received was considered when revising policy for this 

school year. 

The district’s parental involvement policy was posted 

on the district websites, distributed as part of the Title 

I Parent Involvement Handbooks at the beginning of 

the school year and made available in the school’s 

resource centers. 

Strengthening Our School 

This year, the district Parent Involvement 

Coordinator (PIC) will provide assistance and 

support to all Title I schools to ensure family 

engagement requirements are being satisfied and 

that family engagement strategies and activities are 

being implemented. Title I schools will receive 

notifications and resources from the district and the 

PIC to help them improve and strengthen family 

engagement. In addition to frequent communication 

and school visits, the district and the PIC will hold 

meetings and trainings with its Title I Parent 

Contacts to provide technical assistance and review 

family engagement plans and activities. 

The meetings and trainings include: 

• Title I Parent Contact Orientation

• Title I Parent Contact Building Capacity Meeting

• Title I Parent Contacts Year-End Meeting

Reservation of Funds 
The NCSS will reserve 1 percent from the total 

amount of Title I funds it receives in FY20 to carry 

out the parent and family engagement requirements 

listed in this policy and as described in Section 1116 

of the ESSA. Furthermore, the district will 

distribute 90 percent of the amount reserved to Title 

I schools to support their local-level family 

engagement programs and activities. The district 

will provide clear guidance and communication to 

assist each Title I school in developing an adequate 

family engagement budget that addresses their 

needs assessment and parent recommendations. 

Each Title I school will host an annual Revision and 

Development Meeting for parents to provide 

suggestions on how these family engagement funds 

will be used in the upcoming year at the district 

and school level. Comments and minutes 

from these meetings will be reviewed by the 

district to determine areas of need for the 

upcoming school year and consider 

changes to the family engagement 

budget. 



Opportunities for 

Meaningful 

Parent Consultation 

Input and suggestions from parents and family members 

and the community are an essential component of the 

district and school improvement plans that are 

developed each year. All parents of students attending a 

Title I school are invited to share their ideas and 

suggestions to help the district, schools, and students to 

reach our student academic achievement goals. 

Parent and Student Title I Handbooks 

All Title I Parents receive a copy of the LEAs Parent 

and Family Engagement Policy at the beginning of each 

school year as part of the Parent and Student Title I 

Handbook. Parents are invited to complete the input 

form attached to the policy to provide input and return it 

to their child’s school. The Title I Parent Contact at each 

school collects the input forms and will submit them to 

the District’s PIC. 

District Website 

The LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy and the 

Comprehensive LEA Improvement Plan (CLIP) will be 

posted on the district’s website so that parents and the 

community can provide input on the family engagement 

budget and family engagement programs throughout the 

year. The PIC will send a district school messenger to 

encourage parents and the community to provide input. 

School-Level Revision and Development Meetings 

All parents and the community are welcome to review 

and provide input into the district parent and family 

engagement policy and the CLIP for the 2020-21 school 

year. Notices regarding this meeting will be sent home 

to all parents in advance of the meeting. 

Parent input on the use of Title I funds to support family 

engagement programs may also be provided through the 

annual district survey. The survey will contain questions 

related to the family engagement budget as well as a 

section for parents to provide their comments. 



Building Capacity 

The NCSS will build the schools’ and parents’ capacity (Primary and Secondary Methods) for strong family 

engagement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and family members and to support a 

partnership among the Title I schools, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement 

by building the capacity for effective family-school partnerships through meaningful parent meetings that 

are: 

• Linked to Learning,

• Relational,

• Developmental,

• Collaborative, and
• Interactive

NCSS will work as a district and through its Title I schools to provide assistance to parents in 
understanding state and district academic information connected to their student’s learning and progress, 
as well as information regarding the Title I program. The NCSS will provide classes for parents to gain 
knowledge about the challenging state academic standards, local academic assessments, as well as the 
required assessments for Georgia students including alternative forms of assessment. 

NCSS will provide materials and trainings in English and Spanish and in a language that the parent can 
understand Each Title I school will provide information to assist parents with understanding the online 
student information system and other digital educational resources (including education about the harms of 
copyright piracy) during the Annual Title I Parent Orientation. Dates and times for the orientations will be 
determined and announced by each individual school. 

NCSS’s District PIC will provide tools, resources, and materials to assist each Title I school to provide 

meaningful quarterly trainings to educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, 

and other school leaders, and other staff. The trainings will assist schools to reflect on current practices to 

recognize strengths and opportunities for improvements and implement a parent and family engagement 

program that cultivates effective family-school partnerships. 

NCSS will coordinate and integrate the district’s family engagement programs with the local preschool 
program and other federal funded preschool programs in the district by inviting faculty and staff from 
those programs to attend planning meetings focused on family engagement activities. In the spring, the 
elementary schools will host Kindergarten Round-Up days so parents may tour the schools and receive 
information to help prepare them and their children for kindergarten. The district will also coordinate with 
these programs to ensure that parents are informed about available resources. In addition, Newton County 
School System works with multiple agencies to ensure efforts are coordinated on behalf of meeting the 
needs of migrant, homeless, immigrant, ELL, neglected and delinquent, at risk, early childhood students 
and military related families. 

NCSS’s District PIC will conduct a Title I Contacts Building Parent Capacity Meeting for 

Title I Parent Contacts to learn and discuss strategies to increase family engagement, improve school- 

family communication, and build ties with parents and the community. These trainings and/or best 

practices will be redelivered to the faculty and staff of Title I schools. 

NCSS ensures that information related to district, school, parent meetings, and activities is available to all 
parents. Each Title I school is required to send home and post online information for parents and family 
members in an understandable language and uniform format. Title I Parent Contacts will be trained to 
assist their schools on parent notifications and resources to be sent home in parents’ native language, 
where applicable, and providing interpreters at parent meetings. Information posted on the district website 
will be translated to the extent practicable. The district will also utilize school phone call systems, district 
and school websites, local news media, and other school message systems to post information for parents. 



Parent and Family Engagement Evaluation 
survey made available on the district and school’s 

Each year, the NCSS will conduct an evaluation of the 

content effectiveness of this parent and family 

engagement policy and the parent engagement activities 

to improve the academic quality of the Title I schools 

through an annual parent survey and Annual Parent 

Revision and Development Stakeholders Input Meeting. 

Beginning each April, each Title I school will send 

home a survey flyer to inform parents of the district’s 

online Parent Involvement Survey that starts in the 

spring. All parents are invited to participate in the 

websites. 

In addition to the online survey, a hard copy of the 

survey is provided to parents who have limited or no 

technology to access the survey. Copies of the survey 

are provided in Spanish. Copies of the survey will be 

made available in other languages upon parent request. 

NCSS will use the information from the school-level 

stakeholders meetings and the survey results to design 

strategies to improve effective family engagement, to 

remove possible barriers to parent participation, and to 

revise its parent and family engagement policies. 

Accessibility 
In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements established by 

Section 1116 of the ESSA, the district parent involvement coordinator will 

communicate and collaborate with the Office for Student Support Services to 

ensure full opportunities for participation of parents with limited English 

proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children including 

providing information and school reports in a language parents can understand. 

Adoption 
This districtwide parent and family engagement policy has 

been developed jointly and agreed upon with parents and 

family members of children participating in Title I, Part A 

programs as evidenced by the collaboration of parents, 

school, and district personnel at the annual school-level 

revision and development meetings. 

This policy was adopted by the Newton County School 

System on July 31, 2020 and will be in effect for the 2020- 

2021 academic school year. The school district will distribute 

this policy in multiple ways to all parents of participating 

Title I, Part A children on or before September 30, 2020. 



Parent Comments 
Newton County School System encourages parent input and comments at any time regarding the parent and family engagement policy. All 

parent feedback will be used to revise the current policy for the next school year. The policy is posted on the district’s website and paper 

copies are available at the Board Office. We administer an annual survey for all parents to provide feedback and make any suggestions that 

parents find important. Parents may also offer feedback at their child’s school revision meeting held in the spring. 

If you have any suggestions or if there is any part of this plan that you feel is not satisfactory, please provide us with your comments in the 

space provided and leave this form in the main office of your child’s school: 

Name (optional) 

Phone (optional)  

Comments:  

“Nothing you do for children is ever wasted.” 
–Garrison Keillor

“At the end on the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success is the positive involvement of parents.” 
-Jane D. Hull

If you have any questions or concerns please contact: 

Office of Federal Programs 

Parent Involvement Coordinator 

(770)787-1330 ext. 1228



What it is? 

School Plan for Shared Student Achievement 

South Salem Elementary School is identified as a Title I school as part of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Title 
I is designed to support State and local school reform efforts tied to the challenging State academic standards to im- 
prove teaching and learning for students. Title I programs must be based on effective means of improving student 
achievement and include strategies to support family engagement. All Title I schools must jointly develop with parents 
and family members a written parent and family engagement policy. 

How is it developed? 
A parent revision meeting was held in the spring seeking input for this policy, our school-parent compact, the district ’s 
Parent & Family Engagement Policy ,the parental involvement budget, our Title I Schoolwide Plan, ways to build staff 
capacity, and the Comprehensive LEA Improvement Plan. South Salem Elementary School welcomes parent input and 
comments at any time regarding the plan. All parent feedback will be used to revise the plan for the next school year. 
The plan is posted on our school website for parents to view and post feedback throughout the year. We also distribute 
an annual survey online and distribute hard copies to ask parents for their suggestions on the plan and the use of funds 
for parent involvement. Parents can also give feedback during our annual feedback meeting in the spring. Additional- 
ly, a Parent Involvement Survey is given annually and results of this survey are used in the revision of this plan. The 
policy is located in the front office and the parent resource section of the media center. All feedback gathered will be 
used to revise the plan for next school year. 

Who is it for? 
All students attending South Salem Elementary and their families, are encouraged and invited to fully participate in the 

opportunities described in this plan. South Salem Elementary will provide full opportunity for the participation of par- 

ents with limited English, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children. 

Where is it available? 
The policy is sent home to all parents along with the school parent compact at the beginning of the school year. It is 
available in both English and Spanish. In addition it is located on the South Salem Elementary school website in Eng- 
lish and Spanish . A paper copy can also be provided to parents upon request. 

Title I Information 
South Salem Elementary School is a School-Wide 

Title I school. Title I is a part of the Federal Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), formally 
known as No Child Left Behind (2001). The Act pro- 
vides financial assistance to state and local education 

agencies to meet the educational needs of children 
who may be at risk of failing the state’s performance 

standards. This School-Wide program uses Title I 
funds to develop and maintain quality educational 

services in the core academic areas in order to raise 
academic achievement for all students at the school. 
Being a Title I school, our school must jointly devel- 

op with all parents a written parent and family en- 
gagement policy. 

2020-2021 
South Salem Elementary School 

School Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy 

Revised 8/4/2020

Lenise Bostic 
Principal 

5335 Salem Road 
Covington, Ga 30016 

678-342-5907
http://www.newtoncountryschools.org/south_salem 



Parent Engagement Program and Activities 
Parents will be notified of meetings in a number of ways. The school sign will be updated to reflect meeting dates and times. Labels 
are provided for teachers to place in the student agenda. Information about Title I meetings will be included in the weekly newslet- 
ter, which is sent home in both hard copy and email format. Robo calls will be made to inform parents of programs and activities. 

We will offer a flexible number of meetings with funds provided under Title I, as such services relate to parental involvement by 
helping our parents attend the parental activities listed in our Parent Involvement Plan. Parents are asked to call or email us if they 
need assistance with childcare or translation in order to participate in our programs. 

Family Opportunities 

Title l Annual Parent Orientation Meeting: September 24, 2020 - 6:00pm 

We invite parents to attend an evening of learning about our school-wide Title l program including our parent 

involvement policy, the school-parent compacts and parents’ requirements. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences: October 2, 2020 

Families and teachers will have the opportunity to discuss students’ progress as well as address the 
School-Parent Compact and Parent Policy. 

Family Math Night: Homework Help and Strategies: October 22, 2020—6:00pm 

Parents and teachers will meet to discuss strategies to build partnerships. 

Teachers will model math strategies using hands-on activities for parents to 

help their child with at home. 

Family Literacy Night: November 19, 2020 - 6:00pm 

Families will have the opportunity to come for an exciting night of Literacy 
activities. Teachers will share quality literature activities as well as model 
reading strategies for parents to use at home to help increase student 
achievement. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences: February 26, 2021 

Families and Teachers will have the opportunity to discuss students’ progress as well as 
address the School-Parent Compact and Parent Policy. 

Title l Parent Feedback/Revision Meeting: March 25, 2021 - 6:00pm 

Parents will have the opportunity to discuss, review and provide feedback for the school parent 

involvement policy, district parent involvement policy, building staff capacity, the CLIP, school- 

parent compact, family-parent involvement meetings, the Parent Involvement budget. 

School-Parent Compacts 
As part of this policy, South Salem Elementary and our 

families will create a school parent compact, which is 

agreement between parents, teachers, and students that 

explains how we will work together to make sure all stu- 

dents achieve grade-level standards. The compact will be 

reviewed and updated annually based on feedback from 

parents, students and teachers during the Title I Parent 

Revision/Feedback meeting at the end of the school year. 

The school-parent compacts are available on our school’s 

webpage and copies are also available in the school of- 

fice. 

Newton County Schools System Goals for Student 
Achievement 

The mission of Newton County Schools is to provide edu- 
cational excellence for all students, the System has identi- 

fied the following non-negotiable goal: 
Increase Student Achievement. 

2020-2021 South Salem Elementary School’s Goals 

65% of students in grades K-5 will progress, meet, or 
exceed the overall Math standards or achieve a minimum 

score of 70 as a final grade for the subject. 

65% of students in grades K-5 will progress, meet, or 
exceed the overall ELA/Reading standards or achieve a 

minimum score of 70 as a final grade for the subject. 



Parent Resource Section/Room 

Parent resources are available for check out in the Media 
Center between the hours of 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. daily. Par- 
ents will be able to find materials that will help them to 
understand the curriculum components. Parent resources 
will also be provided during each Title I meeting night 
throughout the year. These will be subject-specific so 
that parents may assist their students. 

Parent and Family Engagement 
South Salem Elementary believes that parent involvement means the 
participation of parents in consistent, meaningful communication in- 
volving student academic learning and other school activities, includ- 
ing: 

• That parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learn- 
ing;

• That parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their
child’s education at school;

• That parents are full partners in their child’s education and are
included, as appropriate, in decision- 
making and on advisory committees to
assist in the education of their child;

Ways that parents can help: 

• Read to students

• Communicate with their child’s teachers

• Practice skills as suggested/
recommended.

Building Capacity 
We will involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review, and improvement 
of schoolwide programs and the school parental involvement policy. We will involve parents in the planning 
and review of SSE’s comprehensive schoolwide program plan. We will work to build relationships among 
staff, students, and parents in order to improve our planning. 

• Provide information, in English or Spanish, to parents about the state academic standards, the state
achievement standards, local and state assessments, Title I requirements and how to monitor your child’s
progress and work with teachers during parent workshops and conferences.

• Provide materials and training (including on the harms of copyright pira- 
cy) to help parents to work with their children to improve reading, math
and test-taking skills during parent conferences and make and take work- 
shops

• Bridge the gap between home and skill by providing professional learn- 

ing to teachers to help coordinate and implement parent meetings that are
linked to learning.

• Coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs with our in- 
house Georgia Pre-K program, home-school parents, by inviting students,
parents, and teachers from those programs to tour the school in the efforts
to facilitate transition from those programs into the school.

• Partner with the local newspaper agency to receive weekly papers that can be used to facilitate a home- 
school connection and enhance student ELA skills through real world application.

• Provide a parent resource section where parents can visit and checkout test-prep materials, math manipu- 
latives, and reading resources to assist with learning at home.

• Send home communication in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon
request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. Interpreters will be used
as available and as needed.



Measures of Effectiveness 
• Parent Meeting Evaluation—to gather feedback from the parents to evaluate the effectiveness of the

meeting and to gain insight on parent academic support for future meetings.

• Parent Survey Data—to gain insight on SSES effectiveness in meeting the needs of parents in various

areas such as technology, parent

workshop topics, and school climate so that we can create an

environment that meets the needs of all parents and families.

• Revision and Development Stakeholders Meeting: to give all

stakeholders the opportunity to give input to build the effectiveness on the:

• Parent and Family Engagement Policy-School and District

• School-Parent Compact

• Comprehensive LEA Improvement Plan (CLIP)

• Title I Schoolwide Plan

• Building Staff Capacity

• Parent Involvement 1% Funding

• Student Outcomes: to access if strategies and activities, as outlined on the school parent compacts, are

effectively impacting student achievement.

• Multiple Opportunities for Input: SSES will provide several opportunities for parents and families to

give input on the effectiveness of the Title I Program. Parents can access our Title Schoolwide Plan, The

Parent and Family Engagement Policy, and the School-Parent Compact on our school’s website. These

documents are also located in our parent resource room located in the South Salem Elementary School’s

Continuous Communication to Build Parent Capacity 

These publications offer research-based strategies on a comprehensive array of 

school success topics. We encourage you to visit the links below. Visit the links 

below to access the Parents Still Make Difference Newsletter and resources to sup- 

port student achievement. These helpful documents are available in English and 

Spanish. 

 Click Here to access the Parent Resources 



Parent Comments and Suggestions 

Parent Comments and Suggestions 

We want to hear from you! If you have any suggestions or if there is any part of  the schoolwide program 
plan that you feel needs to be adjusted, please provide us with your comments in the space provided and leave 
this form in the office. 

Name: (optional) 

Telephone Number (optional) 



TIPS FOR PARENT-TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 

A parent-teacher conference is a meeting between you and your child's teacher to 

discuss your child's progress in school. The following are common questions that 

you may ask. Take this form to your next parent-teacher conference to help 

guide the dialogue between you and your child’s teacher(s). 

• What is my child like in your class?

• What are my child's strengths?

• What are my child’s weaknesses?

• Is my child meeting grade expectations?

• Does my child get along with others?

• How well does my child participate in class discussions and activities?

• How is my child being assessed?

• What do the tests tell about my child's progress?

• Is my child engaging in activity that I would not approve of?

• Has my child missed any classes other than ones I contacted the school about?

• Is my child working up to his or her ability?

• Has my child done something that I would be proud of?

• How can I become more active in my child’s education?

Notes: 

Follow-Up: 


